
www.iqresearchjournal.com 
ISSN: 2790-4296(Online) 

Abstract 
The objective of this study is to assess contemporary efforts and peacekeeping missions 

and its challenges in Somalia. And to find out the relationship presence of African union 

forces in Somalia and Alshabaab fighting.  

In this study the researcher use a study design known as cross sectional study design. 

The target study populations that were involved as the major source of the primary 

data were those men who have been in government employees 1260. Then, the sample 

size approximately was 90 of respondents in Somalia. For the accessible primary data 

source, Convenience non-probability sampling technique was used.  

In finding, the proportion of females from the total sample were less when compare to 

the proportion of the males. Majority of respondents were between 60-70 years of age. 

The most important social structure in Somali society is the clan. It is the single most 

important element that has historically defined the identity and social relations of 

Somalis for centuries.The solution of the problem should be that Neighboring country 

should withdraw Somalia and stay away of Somalia and its borders. And Somalia elders 

and politician have put aside all their differences and self interest and they should 

forward peace process which lasts ever. 
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Introduction  

Today, more than fifty thousand troops 

are deployed for UN operations in Africa and 

tens of thousands more deployed for 

regionally led missions in countries where civil 

wars and insurgencies have killed civilians and 

threatened to destabilize surrounding 

regions. 

Many experts agree that peacekeeping 

missions help to protect civilians and reduce 

some of the worst consequences of war but 

say they are often deeply flawed. Reports of 

sexual and other abuses by UN peacekeepers 

have drawn particular condemnation in recent 

years and prompted some reforms. Still, 

heated debate persists about how to make 

these missions more effective, such as by 

looking to non-UN initiatives to bring peace to 

conflict-stricken parts of Africa. 

The downfall of President Siad Barre in January 

1991 resulted in a power struggle and clan 

clashes in many parts of Somalia. In November, 

the most intense fighting since January broke out 

in the capital, Mogadishu, between two factions 

C one supporting Interim President Ali Mahdi 

Mohamed and the other supporting the 

Chairman of the United Somali Congress, 

General Mohamed Farah Aidid. Since then, 

fighting persisted in Mogadishu and spread 

throughout Somalia, with heavily armed 

elements controlling various parts of the 

country. Some declared alliance with one or the 

other of the two factions, while others did not. 

Numerous marauding groups of bandits added 

to the problem. 

 

At that time, the Islamic Courts Union (ICU) had 

not yet taken control of Mogadishu, and most 

hopes for national unity lay with the Transitional 

Federal Government (TFG) which had organized 

in Nairobi, Kenya in 2004 and were planning to 

establish a provisional capital 

in Baidoa, Bay region, Somalia. 

By May 2006, the situation was radically 

different, as the ICU had recently been engaged 

by the Alliance for the Restoration of Peace and 

Counter-Terrorism or ARPCT and was fighting 

for control of Mogadishu in the Second Battle of 

Mogadishu. By June, they had established 

control of the capital. Fighting began to spread 

to other parts of the nation as the ICU gained 

ground. 

 

On 21 February 2007, the United Nations 

Security Council authorized the African Union to 

deploy a peacekeeping mission with a mandate 

of six months.[4] In March 2007, Ugandan military 

officials arrived on the ground in Somalia.[14] On 

20 August 2007, the United Nations Security 

Council extended the African Union's 

authorization to continue deploying AMISOM for 

a further six months and requested the 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Baidoa
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/African_Union_Mission_to_Somalia#cite_note-UN_SRES17442007-4
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/African_Union_Mission_to_Somalia#cite_note-14
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Secretary-General to explore the option of 

replacing AMISOM with a United 

Nations Peacekeeping Operation to Somalia.[5] 

 

The African Union Mission in Somalia (AMISOM) 

is an active, regional peacekeeping mission 

operated by the African Union with the approval 

of the United Nations. It was created by the 

African Union’s Peace and Security Council on 

19th January 2007 with an initial six month 

mandate. 

AMISOM replaced and subsumed the Inter-

Governmental Authority on Development (IGAD) 

Peace Support Mission to Somalia or IGASOM, 

which was a proposed Inter-Governmental 

Authority on Development protection and 

training mission in Somalia approved by the 

African Union in September 2006.IGASOM was 

also approved by the United Nations Security 

Council 

 

In Somalia, AMISOM member states provide 

troops while funding comes largely from the 

United Nations and the EU. The top troop 

contributors to AMISOM are Uganda, Burundi, 

and Ethiopia. 

Leaders in Africa and within the United 

Nations have called for African forces to play 

a larger role in securing peace and stability on 

the continent, but budget constraints persist. 

Unlike the United Nations with its regular 

peacekeeping budget, the AU has to 

continually seek out donors—such as the 

United Nations, the EU, and the United 

States—to fund its missions. In 2021, the AU’s 

entire budget for peace support operations 

was expected to be funded by international 

partners, not member states. 

METHOD 

In this study the researcher use a study design 

known as cross sectional study design. The 

reason is that by considering the time 

constraint and budget the researcher chooses 

this study design. 

The target study population that was involved as 

the major source of the primary data were 

those men who have been in government 

employees.  

The Sample Size, According to fisher’s formula 

(1998), in order to determine the sample size of 

a population which is greater than 10,000, the 

sample size will be calculated using the following 

formula. 
2

2 *

d

qpz
n =  

            

Where:  

 n = Desired sample size (when the population 

< 10,000 

z = standard normal deviate usually seta at 

1.96, which correspond to 95% confidence 

level. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/African_Union_Mission_to_Somalia#cite_note-UN_SRES17722007-5
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P = population in the target population 

estimated when they have no particular 

characteristics, use 50% (i.e. 0.5) 

q= 1-p (proportion in the target population 

not having the particular characteristics 

d= degree of accuracy required, usually set at 

0.07 level 

Therefore:  
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According to fisher (1998), if N< 10,000 the 

following formula will be used: 
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Where: fn  = the desired sample size when the 

target population is less than10, 000 

                                             n = the sample size when the population is greater 

than 10,000 

                                             N = target population size  

                                             Accordingly, n= 96, N= 1260 

                 

90
0762.1

96

0762.01

96

1260

96
1

96
==

+
=

+

=fn

         

Then, the sample size is approximately 90 of 

respondents in Somalia,  

 

In this study, the data was collected by using 

different data collection methods, the 

researcher was used both primary and 

secondary data collection methods, In the 

primary data, questionnaire were conducted 

from different employees in the organization 

and a semi-structured interview 

Information obtained was analyzed qualitatively 

to arrive at the synthesis presented. However, in 

some instances, historical, descriptive and 

comparative approaches were adopted. Data 

obtained from interviews and discussions with 

resource persons were analyzed in a descriptive 

form. 

 

 

Findings 

In this part, the group members tried to 

summarize and draw a conclusion about the 

outcome of the study, and give some 

recommendation, which could be important for 

the Somalia’s future peacekeeping missions and 

role in resolving conflict. 

Contemporary Efforts and peacekeeping 

missions in Somalia 

Researcher investigated if Contemporary 

Efforts of peacekeeping missions in Somalia 

are Effective. And the researcher found that 

AMISOM could do more to end al-Shabaab’s 

forces, and it cannot defeat the militants. This 

means that peace cannot be achieved by military 

means only but also requires Somalia’s federal 

and regional leaders to reconcile and implement 

a decisive strategy either to prioritize the defeat 
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of al-Shabaab or to engage in a political dialogue 

that could produce a settlement to end the war. 

At present, concerns are evident across some 

civil society groups and international partners 

that AMISOM’s momentum and progress in this 

area has been stalled and that al-Shabaab has 

regained power and influence over the last few 

years. 

 

 

Attitudes towards neighboring countries  

What are the Somali attitudes towards 

neighboring countries as parts of peacekeeping 

missions in Somalia?  

Ethiopia and Kenya control large proportion of 

Somalia territory known as Ogaden and NFD 

respective. In 1977, Somalia went to war with 

Ethiopia in which it was defeated, a loss with 

deeper political consequences for Somalia. In 

many times Ethiopian forces entered Somalia 

with different purposes with and without 

permission. Kenyan troops have entered Somalia 

and they also claim the ownership of Somali Sea 

which later result the two countries went ICJ.  

Probably those are the important factors that 

Somali people don’t trust neighboring countries 

for ever. 

The basis societal conflicts  

The question is that Somali people basis of the 

conflict society? The most important social 

structure in Somali society is the clan. It is the 

single most important element that has 

historically defined the identity and social 

relations of Somalis for centuries. Most Somalis 

identify themselves in terms of their lineage or 

clan. Historically, it was the basis that structured 

law and order and social activities within and 

between the various clans. 

While the clan system continues to provide 

indispensible social services, including justice, 

social security and physical protection, as various 

political forces resort to it for political ends, it 

has also become a source of division and conflict. 

Source and solution of Peacekeeping 

Was there any Peacekeeping in the country                                                        Number                                        

Percentage  

Yes                                                                                                          80                                                88.9% 

No                                                                                                             8                                                  8.89 %                                                                 

Not responded                                                                                          2                                                  2.2% 
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Question: What types of peace peeking is in Somalia                                         Number                                      Percentage 

African Union mission in Somalia                                                          26                                              28.9% 

Only Somali forces                                                                                  60                                               66.7% 

Kenyan troops in southern Somalia                                                         1                                                1.1% 

Ethiopian forces in south and central Somalia                                         1                                                1.1%  

Not responded                                                                                           2                                                 2% 

 

Question: Reasons of not reached peace in Somalia                                 Number                                Percentage  

Clan competition                                                                    35                                         28.9 

Regional competitions                                                           10                                          11.1 

foreign influences                                                                  45                                         50% 

Question: what are the sources of peace                                                                Number                                      

Percentage  

Clan elders                                                                                      27                                             30% 
 Politicians                                                                                      31                                             34.4% 
African union                                                                                 20                                              22.2% 
Neighboring countries                                                                   10                                              11.1% 
Others                                                                                              1                                                 1.1% 
Not responded                                                                                 1                                                  1.1% 

 

 

Regarding the information found clearly that the respondents replied there are Peacekeeping efforts in the 

country which are African Union mission in Somalia. The main factors why peace was not reached in Somalia 

include the Clan competition, foreign influences, Economic and regional competitions can be the cause.  The 

sources of peace and stability are clan elders are the only most and courses of peace in the country. Only 

Politicians and African union can make peace and solve problems in country. 
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